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September Tidings 2021
A Word from Pastor
“Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a
thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commandments.” (Deuteronomy 7:9, NIV)
Several years ago our family went a Northern Michigan vacation that included a hike up and
around Sleeping Bear Dunes. We had a great time climbing (and climbing), admiring the scenery, and
rewarding ourselves with a soak in the lake before we hiked back. Sand was the order of the day. In case
you were wondering, sand is an excellent exfoliant. Sand is also a great aid to core muscle strengthening,
because it keeps shifting under your feet, making each step feel different and a bit uncertain.
2021 has felt a bit sandy at times for me. Maybe for you, too? As a nation, a congregation, as
families, we have adjusted and adapted, then repositioned some more. I think we can say that we are in a
different, better place than we were at this time in 2020 as we looked to a fall season unlike any that we
had experienced in a generation or more. But our “normal” doesn’t feel quite normal yet. And our steps
seem uncertain, our stomachs a bit anxious and jiggly as we make our way along. Maybe we need some
guidance?

On our dunes hike, we found that it helped to hold hands at times to steady one another for the
bigger climbs and descents. That seems like it could apply here. We are as strong as our commitment to
one another, and more fragile when we do not support one another.
The core of our strength comes from God. That doesn’t surprise us, but the truth of that does elude
us at times. When I find myself most anxious and confused, it’s usually because I’m trying to do
something by myself, rather than taking a prayerful, steadying breath and waiting for God’s inspiration
rather than my own. Just as an aside, “inspiration” is rooted in “inspirare”, the Latin word to “breathe or
blow into.” Sounds a whole lot like the Holy Spirit to me. Our inspiration and strength is the breath and
presence of God. And God has promised to be a great deal more stable than the daily shifting of sand,
news, and public opinions. Yes, sand is good for building core strength, but walking on rock is much more
stable, especially for a long journey.
Let’s hear this again. God has promised to keep covenant with us for a thousand generations.
That’s Bible speak for forever. God is holding us steady, even when we feel uncertain. God keeps loving us,
even when we feel gritty and unloveable. God is faithful to us, and calls us to be faithful as well. Faithful to
God; faithful to one another.
Maybe you’ve thought of this connection as well: Jesus told a parable about two housebuilders, and
he didn’t have a high opinion of the one who used sand as his foundation. In an uncertain time, we don’t
have to be uncertain of our next steps. We have God’s stable love and the commitment of our
congregation to build on. It seems like a good time to grab hands, so that we can pray and walk together.
Peace to you,
Pastor Weatherly
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It’s easy to make assumptions about people based on
how they vote or where they live or how they choose to
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other people. Choose to give each other grace insteadand the benefit of the doubt.
-Dawn Camp
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SAVE THE
DATES
SEPT 3: Red Cross Blood Drive,
9am-3pm

MEMORIAL BOOK FOCUS
In Memory Of Perpetuated In

SEPT 5: Worship, 10am, Coffee
Hour, 11:15am
SEPT 6: Labor Day, Office
Closed

Sept 5

Roberta
“Bobbie” Geno

New BuildingLandscaping
Trees

Sept 12

In Honor of
Sue Olesen

Genealogy
Chart-Adam to
Jesus Christ

Sept 19

Linda
Goodman &
Jean Ehman

One Chapel
Chair

Sept 26

Kenneth
Trevarton &
Bobbie Geno

Two Chapel
Chairs

SEPT 7 & 8; Troy Co-op
Preschool Orientation, 7pm
SEPT 8: Mid Week Word, 10am,
Choir Rehearsal, 7pm
SEPT 9: UMW Circle Meetings,
9:30am & 7pm, Royal Scottish
Country Dancing, 7:20-9:30pm,
all welcome

SEPT 11: Men’s Breakfast,
8:00am, All Church Work Day,
9am-noon
SEPT 12: Worship, 10am, Coffee
Hour, 11:15am, First Kids Kickoff
Party, Sunday School Begins,
UMYF, 6:30-8pm
SEPT 14: BSA Troop 1707 Open
House, 7-8:30pm

The Memorial Garden Book Focus for
the month of September:

Dora Marie Saeger

SEPT 15: Mid Week Word,
10am, Women’s Small Group,
8-8:45pm
SEPT 19: Worship, 10am, Coffee
Hour, 11:15am, Sunday School,
UMYF, 6:30pm
SEPT 22: Mid Week Word,
10am, Women’s Small Group,
8-8:45pm
SEPT 26: Worship, 10am, Coffee
Hour, 11:15am, Sunday School,
UMYF, 6:30pm

This Month’s Scriptures
September 5: Mark 7: 24-37
September 12: Mark 8:27-38
September 19: Mark 9:30-37
September 26: Mark 9:38-50
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CALLING ALL GARDENERS & OUTDOOR HELPERS
If you like to work outside, we can use your help. Help is needed with weeding,
fertilizing, trimming, watering pots, and planting annuals in our Gardens by
the Mercer Hall along doors 1 and 2 and other areas. It is so nice to spend
time in our lovely outdoor spaces and help them look beautiful and inviting. If
you can help, let Kathy Sobanski know at sobanskk@yahoo.com or 248-7033801. See you in the Garden!

UMW SCHEDULE
NEXT UMW/YF BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE WILL BE HELD ON OCT. 9
Save your returnable for the UMW/YF Bottle & Can Drive. More
information will be included in the October Tidings and Word at Home.
Please let the church office know if you would like your returnables picked
up from your home.
UMW CIRCLE MEETINGS
Thursday, Sep 2, 9:30 am

Ruth Circle

Betty Kalvoda will give the program
Thursday, Sep 9, 7:00 pm

Deborah Circle

Betty Kalvoda will give the program

COMING TO YOU THIS
CHRISTMAS SEASON
We know it’s only September, but it’s
never too early to start talking and
thinking about Christmas! Especially
when it pertains to the children’s
pageant! Children and youth of all ages
that are interested are welcome to
participate! Practices will start the first
Sunday in October, so mark your
calendar!

UMYF IS BACK!
Starting September 12th
UMYF returns from 6:30-8pm
IN PERSON!! We are looking
forward to an awesome year
full of faith, fun and growth
together! All kids in grades 612 are welcome to join us!
Bring a friend and come for
a FANTASTIC time!!
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GEORGE BERQUIST COLLECTION OF ADULT
SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS
The family of Dr. George Berquist has donated to our church library George’s collection of
books and DVDs that he used over the last years to educate and fascinate us in his Sunday
School classes. We’ve moved a few items around so that all the sets of Adam Hamilton
books and DVDs-- plus studies from a few other authors like Diana Butler Bass and Marcus
Borg –can be found on one shelf.
Feel free to take a set out to read just the book or use at home along with the DVD to
deepen your understanding of the Bible, people in the Bible and contemporary issues.
Adam Hamilton is pastor at The Church of the Resurrection in a suburb of Kansas City,
Kansas. He is well known as speaker and writer of books that are easy for the lay person to
use.
Of course, a set can also be borrowed by someone planning to teach another class using
them. George would be excited to see them studied again.
Jan Peacock
Church Librarian

POLICY GOVERNANCE
In 2019, the membership of Troy First voted to approve the set of prescriptions from the
consultation report that we received as part of our Vital Church Initiative. These prescriptions
included such things as workshops, book studies, and the formation of new groups such as the
Community Action Team. To keep track of all these items, a small team has met regularly over
the past 18 months, sharing information collected from the various people and groups
responsible for the many different tasks. We are pleased to report that our work is now largely
complete, as plans are in place for execution of the last prescription: adoption of a Policy
Governance Model for decision-making. Many thanks to everyone involved for your faithful
service to Troy First, and for keeping us informed of your progress.
The VCI Implementation Team (Pastor Weatherly, Jeff Goff, Carole Bauer, Scott Williston, Roger
Steiger)

DEAR CHURCH FAMILY
I am honored by your kind words, flowers and generous Love offering, celebrating my
retirement from the Children’s Ministry! When I was hired, I was very unsure of my ability
to carry out my duties, but thanks to the many volunteers that worked with me, and
encouragement from the congregation and staff, I was able to plan a program that
worked for our children! As many of you know, the past 10 years have brought many
challenges to our family, Bill’s health issues and the loss of our son being the most
significant. Having a position with the church kept me coming most weeks, where I was
able to receive the love and encouragement that you are so good at giving! Thanks to all
who were there for me! -Sue Wesp

SMALL GROUP/SUNDAY SCHOOL
OFFERINGS THIS FALL
ADULTS
The Difficult Words of Jesus, by Amy Jill Levine
Sundays 11:20-noon, in person, led by Roger Steiger

The Wired Word
Sundays 11:20-noon, online, led by Kaj Ostergaard
Mid Week Word
Wednesdays 10:00-11:00, online & in-person, led by Pastor
Weatherly
Numbers: Learning Contentment in a Culture for More
Women’s Study
Wednesdays 8-8:45pm, in person, led by Victoria Aurand
CHILDREN (3 years-5th grade)
First Kids
Sundays 10:20-11am, in person
Sunday School
Sundays 11:20am-noon, in person
YOUTH (6th-12th grade)
UMYF
Sundays 6:30-8pm, in person
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SAVE THE DATE
Thursday, October 14, 2021 at 10am: UMW Ruth Circle
GUEST SPEAKER: Heather Duenas
Director of Community Engagement, Baldwin Center, Pontiac
Heather will be speaking about what Baldwin does for the Pontiac community, as
well as what Troy First can do to help.
This is an all church event-not for women only. This will be a hybrid meeting. A Zoom
link will be available closer to the meeting.
Please plan to attend and invite a friend. More details in the Word at Home and in
the October Tidings.

HOW ABOUT A CUP OF COFFEE?
Beginning on Sunday, September 12th, plan to come to church a few minutes early
and stop at the Troy First Café. Beginning at 9:30am, premium coffee and teas will
be available for your enjoyment. Bring your travel coffee mug (with lid) or use one of
our cups. Maybe you want to purchase a Troy First travel mug for $5? Sip your
coffee as you head down Mercer Hall for worship. Feel free to stop for a few minutes
at one of our café style tables. Begin your morning in a cozy and relaxing way! Fill
your cup before you head into the sanctuary to fill your soul.
If you wish to help with this new Hospitality ministry, contact Robin Ostergaard.
NOTE: This will in no way replace Coffee Hour following worship!

YOU ARE INVITED TO SHARE IN OUR FALL GIVING
CAMPAIGN
Begins October 24th and includes Worship, All-Church Bible study, Weekly
Communications & Special Events
We will focus on God’s eternal, extravagant generosity to us and how our lives, our worship,
and our giving can reflect God’s grace and generosity

Watch for more information in October Tidings and Word
at Home. Look in your mailbox the week of October 10th
“God’s extravagant generosity toward us compels us
to be extravagantly generous toward others.”
Andy Stanley
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FINANCE UPDATE
Greetings church family. The finance committee has several updates to provide to the
church; which have collected over the last couple of months.
Camera Project:
Thank you to all that helped support the sanctuary camera project. Through the
generosity of the congregation, and some help from Memorials, the project has been fully
funded.
YTD Giving:

As of the end of July, we are $24,154 below where we were this time last year. That is about
$2k better than what we reported in June, but $5,162 worse than last month.
O&M income is forecasted to be in the range of $385,000 to $405,000 (or $15-35k below
budget).
Projected Deficit Update:
Although O&M income is forecasting below planned, trustees expenses are currently less
than planned and facilities income is greater than planned. SPRC expenses are projected
to be higher than planned but actual amount is not defined at this time.
Overall Financial Picture for the Church:
This was communicated in the June Church Council Meeting and summarizes the current
status as well as our outlook for the church trending forward, with no changes.
The church does not have an immediate liquidity problem. At the start of 2021, we had a
planned operational deficit of $34,000; which we planned to cover with memorial assets.
Assuming we continue to not touch special gifts, endowments, capital improvement
accounts, we have $169,000 to cover operational deficits. This gives us 5 years assuming
there is no change to income and no change to expenses. Changes to income or expenses
are likely and will drive error in the projection.
Get Involved:
For those of you already participating in initiatives that will help grow the church, thank
you. If you are concerned about the projection, please use this as motivation to get
involved. Invite a friend to church or a small group, add your voice, time and hands to
support something new. Do not be afraid of change. Be afraid not to change.
If you have any questions or would like to know more about being on the finance
committee, please feel free to reach out to me. Our next meeting is Tuesday, September
14th at 7pm (virtual meeting).
Regards,
Laura Daly Barnes
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021
KNIGHTS OF NORTH CASTLE VBS took place during the first week of August and was a
huge success. We had 32 children participating in Bible Stories, crafts, science experiments,
and outdoor games. They also had fun assembling castle-themed snacks. A daily visit from
our favorite dragon, Sparky, was a highlight of the opening program each day. The songs
we learned and all of the activities and Bible stories were based on our theme and Bible
verse from Ephesians 6:10……Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Each
day we had a new Castle Call out to Armor up with Truth, Justice, Peace, Faith and Salvation. For our mission project, the VBS families donated school supplies to support Auburn
Elementary School.

A huge thank you goes out to all who helped make VBS a success this summer. In addition
to the 21 volunteers in the roster below we had a great team assembling the pieces of our
set on August 1 st and putting up our tents outside so that the children could safely participate during this year of the pandemic.
Nancy Dolehanty, VBS Coordinator

Leaders
Director, Props, Set Design: Nancy Dolehanty
Assembly & Music Leader: Brooke Schocke
Puppeteer:
Victoria Aurand
PreSchool Leaders:
Betty Kalvoda; Kristen Truelove
Bible Story Leader:
Robin Ostergaard
Craft Leader:
Sue Wesp
Recreation Leader:
Jane Egermann
Science Leader:
Doug Goudie
Snack Leaders:
Sharon Smith; Jan Bancroft
Registration:
Victoria Aurand, Joyce Henn
Technology Operation: Jane Egermann, Doug Goudie
VBS Video:
Victoria Aurand
Guides:
Marie Watson, Cathy Miller, Joyce Henn
Becky Frank, Cheryl Russell
Teen and Youth Volunteers
Luke Olesen, Jordan Watson, Carly Gordon,
Ella Dombroski; Ellie Maclean
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SEEKING THOSE WITH THE
GIFT OF EXTRAVAGANT
HOSPITALITY
Do you like to make people feel welcome? Are you
anxious to see our church grow? Are you a person who
works well in the background'? Then we can use your
help starting in September from 9am-10am. If you would
like to learn more, please contact Robin Ostergaard.

TRIVIA NIGHT RECAP
Congratulations to the “Asbury Aces” (Victoria Aurand, Ken
Egermann, Robin Ostergaard, and Ainsley, Nick and Sue
Olesen) who smoked the competition at Trivia Night on August
8. Many thanks to Brooke Schocke who created the questions
and Kaj Ostergaard, our volunteered scorekeeper.
Even the losers had a good time. If you were unable to come,
stay tuned. You never know when this opportunity may pop up
again.

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
THE UMW BOOK SALE
We know that many of you used the Covid shut-down
time to read a few, or maybe a bunch, of good
books. Well, the time is coming to trade them in and get
a new batch. The Book Sale will be in October. Save up
your books and check out the October Tidings for dates
and times.

DIAL-IN FOR SERVICE ON SUNDAY
For those who are curious, yes we are still
offering the dial-in option via phone for
service on Sundays! This will not change! If
you are having difficulties contact the office
and they’d love to help!
Number: 605-313-5642
Access code: 524735#
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ALL CHURCH WORK DAY
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11
Our church needs YOUR help with a few tasks that can
be completed within a short period of time. The Trustees are hosting an ALL
CHURCH workday, on Saturday, September 11, from 9:00am-noon. (following men’s
breakfast)
Do you have a special skill that you could share? Do you have some energy that you
could volunteer to help clean up and fix up our church? Do you like working outside
in God’s world, in the garden, or trimming bushes/trees? WE NEED YOU to make this
a priority on your family calendar, and let Gale Blair know that you are able and
ready for a job or two. (mgblair@wideopenwest.com)
Maybe you will be away on Sept. 11, but still want to help out. Trustees will have their
task list available on Sunday, Sept. 5, for you to take a job, and work on it during the
week, or even after you get back. It’s great to work together on Saturday, but if you
want to complete a task because you’re busy Sept 11, feel free to check with Gale on
Sept. 5 or email him. (mgblair@wideopenwest.com)

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
What a great response to our school supply ingathering project to benefit Auburn
Elementary. We collected:
824 pencils, 149 pink erasers, 155 24 packs of crayons, 67 packages of markers, 23
watercolor paints, 240 glue sticks, 64 scissors, 41 composition notebooks, 115 spiral
notebooks, 47 folders, 31 sharpies, 75 dry erase markers, 20 packs of colored pencils,
62 highlighters, 36 containers of play doh, 25 pieces of sidewalk chalk

The staff at Auburn Elementary is so very grateful that we are able to help make a
difference in the lives of their students. Thank you again for your generosity.
Robin Ostergaard, United Methodist Women
Ingathering Coordinator

ICE CREAM SOCIAL SUCCESS!
Thank you to everyone who helped to make our Ice Cream
Social on August 29th a success. Everyone had a fun
afternoon!
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY-OCTOBER 3
World Communion Sunday is a distinctive opportunity to experience Holy Communion
in the context of the global community of faith. The first Sunday of October has
become a time when Christians in every culture break bread and pour the cup to
remember and affirm Christ as the Head of the Church. On that day, they remember
that they are part of the whole body of believers. Whether shared in a grand cathedral,
a mud hut, outside on a hilltop, in a meeting house, or in a storefront, Christians
celebrate the communion liturgy in as many ways as there are congregations. World
Communion Sunday can be both a profound worship experience and a time for
learning more about our wider community of faith.
In the United Methodist Church, World Communion Sunday continues to be a special
giving Sunday. The monies raised this day help provide scholarships for racial and
ethnic minority students in the US and students worldwide. Will you give generously
on World Communion Sunday to make education and vocational impact possible for
more students? Will you equip gifted and qualified students from around the globe to
become the world-changers God created them to be?

Blankets for Baldwin
Plan to attend UMW Circle meetings on Thursday, November 11, when we will be tying
fleece blankets to be donated to Baldwin Center in Pontiac. This will be the program for
Ruth Circle at 10:00 AM and Deborah Circle at 7:00 PM. At this time, we plan to meet in
person. If you wish to tie blankets ahead of time, trimmed fleece will be available in bins
in the chapel beginning on October 1.

Thank you for your help in keeping this mission tradition going.
If you have any questions, please contact Robin Ostergaard
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Health Pros
ARE YOU IN LOVE WITH SUGAR????
According to the Department of Agriculture, adults get an average of
68 grams (17 teaspoons) of added sugars every day added to their foods
(not the ones naturally in them). The American Heart Association says
that the upper limit for women should be six teaspoons and for men the
upper limit for men is nine teaspoons. This can add a lot of calories to
your diet. For instance, a bottle of Pure Leaf Lemon Iced Tea would give
you 400 calories – all from sugars.
Excess sugar would likely cause weight gain and possibly obesity.
This could make you at risk of diabetes, heart disease and some types of
cancer. In older people, excess sugar can cause frailty because they are
not getting enough of the proper foods that would give them strength
and function.
Table sugar is a combination of glucose and fructose which causes a
spike in your blood sugar and secretion of insulin in your blood stream to
metabolize it. If you consume too much sugar, your insulin stays
elevated over a prolonged time. This can lead to too much fat in the
liver, chronic inflammation and can be a risk for chronic inflammation,
high cholesterol, insulin resistance, and liver disease.
The sugar found naturally in fruit and dairy products don’t have the
same effect. In fruit the sugar (fructose) is digested with the fiber and
vitamins, which slows the absorption so there are less spikes in blood
sugar.
Trying to cut down excess table sugar may take some time and willpower. First, become aware of what you do eat throughout each day
and then you can start to decide to delete some less nutritious items.
You will have to look at the “Nutrition Facts” for the sugar content and
see if you can find a similar item that has a lesser sugar content. After a
while you might find that you don’t desire sweets like you do now.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY & HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
SEPTEMBER
1
2
3

4

5

6
7
8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Kathy Sobanski
Denise & Adam
Capps
Lori Ann & Mike
Rumel, Denise
Capps
Dorothy
Engelman, Emma
Zeeman, Karen &
Bob Hursin
Rachel & Dan
Cardiff, Stacey
Runke
Diann & Paul
Scheuerman
Janet Garrett
Nick Olesen, Tom
Stevens, Jean
Sheren, Jill & Pete
Woods
Janice Drager
Ian Capps
Tina Stefanski, Jan
Chamberlain

Amanda & Waylin
Zeeman, Laurine &
Justin Urbach

16
17
18

19
20

21

22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Betty & Jim Zych
Ken Head, Sharon
Ostrander
Jennifer & Dennis
Chambers, Kyle
Judkins
Kathryn
McNamara
Sara Matthews,
Taylor Saeger,
Rachel Hartrick
Erin & Marcus
Carbajo
Emily Woods &
Tyler Drabek
Katie Mile, Judy
Slater
Sandy Bertolet
Anne Hernandez
Judy Pritchett,
Roger Klungle
Jennifer Shock
Cheryl & Richard
Barnard, Katie &
Erick Mile,
Christian Aurand
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