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October Tidings 2021
A Word from Pastor
“Most of all, love each other as if your life depended on it. Love makes up for practically anything. Be
quick to give a meal to the hungry, a bed to the homeless—cheerfully. Be generous with the different
things God gave you, passing them around so all get in on it: if words, let it be God’s words; if help, let
it be God’s hearty help.”
(1 Peter 4:8-10, The Message)

In a recent staff meeting, Victoria, Lisa and I were looking for a good day/night to invite
everyone to our annual Blessing of the Animals. We were thrilled to realize that there are so many
things going on these October Sunday afternoons and evenings that we needed to find an October
weeknight. What a joyous “problem” to have!
Have you noticed the many ways that we have been able to be in service to one another and to
our community in the past months? We continue to find creative ways to meet for meetings, Sunday
School/Bible studies, and social gatherings. We are collecting food for Auburn Elementary School
and getting ready to walk through Raintree Park as part of the CROP Hunger Walk. We are giving to
natural disaster relief for people in communities across the United States and our world. Extravagant
generosity is the order of our days. God is good, and we are having the chance to spread God’s
goodness in a lot of places right now.
These words from 1 Peter make a lot of sense to me. I like the idea of God’s “hearty help.” The
words suggest people putting our backs and our hearts into the work of ministry. We share God’s
words and God’s call to action when we pray for one another and when we find ways to continue to
serve all of God’s people.
It’s tempting in our daily life to look for the holes; to see what we do not have, or things that we
miss. When we look with those eyes, it doesn’t take too long to find things that hurt us or make us
wistful for past excitements. I’d invite us to keep our eyes and minds focused on something that we
DO have. God’s love. We can love one another like our lives depend on it. We can remember, and
remind one another, that active, encouraging love makes up for a lot of thin places in our lives.
As we gather for worship and meetings, let’s tell one another where we have seen God’s love
and handiwork. When we get a chance to give something to someone else, from a smile to a
financial gift, let’s do it. And when we have the opportunity to love someone, let’s grab it with both
hands. God, the most extravagant Giver ever, welcomes us to a season of love, service, and generosity
to ourselves and to one another. What a great party, and we are all invited!

Peace to you,
Pastor Weatherly
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MINISTRY TIDBIT
It doesn’t really matter what God asks of me. From small
changes to big risks, my first instinct is to dig my claws into the
couch and stay put-a lot like my cat. Change is hard, and my
comfort zone is soft and safe. So when He asks me to follow, my
immediate response isn’t always one of obedience. But no
matter what feels safest to me in any given situation, my calling
-to love Him, to follow Him, to trust Him, to obey Him-is more
important than my comfort.

Bottle Drive

12 Ruth Circle Event
13 Church Conference
14 Blessing of the Animals

15-16

Women’s Retreat

17-18
19

Trick or Trunk
Pickleball

20
Birthdays &
Anniversaries

-Mary Carver
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SAVE THE DATES
OCT 3: Troy First Café, 9:30am,
World Communion Sunday
Worship, 10am, First Kids, 10:20am,
Coffee Hour, Wired Word & Difficult
Words of Jesus, 11:20am,UMYF, 6:308pm
OCT 6 : Numbers Women’s Small
Group, 8-8:45pm

MEMORIAL BOOK FOCUS
In Memory Of Perpetuated In
Oct 3

Robert &
Elizabeth
Creighton

One Chapel
Chair

Oct 10

In honor of
Grandchildren
of Tom & Ann
Stevens

One Chapel
Chair

Oct 17

In Honor of
Donald L.
Wood

One Chapel
Chair

Oct 24

Wesley A.
Wood

One Chapel
Chair

Oct 31

Linda
Goodman &
Jean Ehman

One Chapel
Chair

OCT 8: Blood Drive, 10am-4pm
OCT 9: Men’s Breakfast, 8am, UMW
& UMYF Bottle Drive, 11am-2pm
OCT 10-24th: UMW Book Sale
OCT 10: Troy First Café, 9:30am,
Worship, 10am, First Kids, 10:20am,
Coffee Hour, Wired Word & Difficult
Words of Jesus, 11:20am, UMYF, 6:30
-8pm
OCT 10: Crop Walk, 12:30pm,
Raintree Park
OCT 13 : Numbers Women’s Small
Group, 8-8:45pm
OCT 17: Troy First Café, 9:30am,
Worship, 10am, First Kids, 10:20am,
Coffee Hour, Wired Word & Difficult
Words of Jesus, 11:20am, UMYF, 6:30
-8pm
OCT 20: Blessing of the Animals,
6:30pm, Numbers Women’s Small
Group, 8-8:45pm

The Memorial Garden Book Focus for
the month of October:

Alexander Hogg Jr.

OCT 23: UMW Women’s Retreat,
9am-3pm Register NOW!
OCT 24: Troy First Café, 9:30am,
Worship, 10am, First Kids, 10:20am,
Coffee Hour, Wired Word & Difficult
Words of Jesus, 11:20am
OCT 24: Trick or Trunk. 2-4pm
OCT 27 : Numbers Women’s Small
Group, 8-8:45pm
OCT 31: Troy First Café, 9:30am,
NOISY SUNDAY Worship, 10am, 5th
Sunday-Kids in worship, Coffee
Hour, Wired Word & Difficult Words
of Jesus, 11:20am, No UMYF

This Month’s Scriptures
October 3: Mark 10:13-16
October 10: Mark 10: 17-31
October 17: Mark 10:35-45
October 24: 1 Timothy 6:17-19
October 31: John 13:34-35
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CALLING ALL GARDENERS & OUTDOOR HELPERS
If you like to work outside, we can use your help. Help is needed with weeding,
fertilizing, trimming, watering pots, and planting annuals in our Gardens by
the Mercer Hall along doors 1 and 2 and other areas. It is so nice to spend
time in our lovely outdoor spaces and help them look beautiful and inviting. If
you can help, let Kathy Sobanski know at sobanskk@yahoo.com or 248-7033801. See you in the Garden!

BLANKETS FOR BALDWIN
It’s almost Blanket Time! Beginning on October 1st, trimmed fleece will be
available to pick up, take home and tie, and return to church. You will find
the marked bins in the chapel for either 'trimmed fleece' or 'completed
blankets'.At UMW Ruth and Deborah Circles on November 11, we will be
finishing tying the final blankets. All blankets must be returned to church
no later than November 11. Blankets will be blessed during worship on
Sunday, November 14 and then taken to the Baldwin Center in Pontiac to
be distributed to their clients. Last year we tied 35 blankets. Let's try to do a
few more this year!
Thank you in advance for all of your hard work on this important mission
tradition.
Questions?? Contact Robin Ostergaard

UMW FALL BOOK SALE
When the leaves start changing colors
you know that those long winter nights
can’t be far off. Time to stack up a few
good books to have available for cold,
snowy days. Perfect timing for the UMW
Used Book Sale!
Drop Off Dates:
Sunday October 3rd – 6th
Set-Up Dates: Oct 5th – 8th
Sale Dates: October 10th – 24th

UPCOMING CAMPING
Bay Shore Camp has lots of
opportunities during the month of
October! If you are interested, please
go to their website: Bayshorecamp.org
You will find FREE camping, quilters
camping, and crafters weekends. You
will be amazed with what is available!
See the information hub in Mercer
Hall (the rack across from the unisex
bathroom) or check out the website!
We are so blessed to have family and
singles camping opportunities this
fall!
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW has a full, exciting month planned, and all women are invited. The Women’s Retreat and the
program on Baldwin would be a great time to invite a friend!
I am so excited about the Retreat! This will be a one day, in-person retreat with a Bible-based,
inspirational speaker! We will also be having special music and a catered lunch. This is a great
opportunity for fun, fellowship, and renewal. See the separate flyer for more information.
The Book Sale and the Bottle/Can Drive are back this month. See the separate flyers for more
information.

October UMW Schedule
Oct. 3 – 6

Book donations accepted - see flyer

Thurs, Oct. 7

10am

Sat, Oct. 9

11am – 2pm Can/Bottle Drive

Oct. 10 - 24

Executive Board at church – all women invited

Book Sale

Thurs, Oct. 14

9:30 am

Ruth Circle – UMW Fellowship and Business Meeting – All women
welcome!

Thurs, Oct. 14

10:00 am

Ruth Circle - Representative from Baldwin will address us re: the
programs at Baldwin and how we can support them. All
congregants are invited to this special presentation. You may
Zoom in if you like. The Zoom link will be in the Word at Home.

Thurs, Oct. 14

7:00 pm

Deborah Circle - Our own Lisa Head, a Certified Health Coach, will
be speaking about her health journey. All women welcome.

Sat, Oct, 23

Women’s Retreat. See separate flyer. This is going to be a very
special event! Registration is required by Oct. 17. All women
welcome!

ALL OF US
The Big Beaver United Methodist Church Youth Group invites you to attend: A
Journey to Understanding and Compassion, Sunday, November 14 from 3-4:30
pm in the BBUMC sanctuary, 3753 John R Road in Troy. Panelists from the
LGBTQ+ community will share their personal stories, with a question and answer
session to follow, moderated by Joe Thilman of PFLAG Detroit, an organization that
provides support, education, and advocacy efforts to and for LGBTQ+ people and
their families. This special opportunity to hear personal experiences and
perspectives on this topic is co-sponsored by the All of Us team, a collaborative
effort between First United Methodist Church of Troy and Big Beaver United
Methodist Church. While registration is not required, it is helpful should we need to
contact you if our plans change due to safety precautions. To register or for
additional information, please contact Youth Director Jackie Kohring
at jckkhrng@gmail.com.

SAVE THE DATE
Thursday, October 14, 2021 at 10am: UMW Ruth Circle
GUEST SPEAKER: Heather Duenas
Director of Community Engagement, Baldwin Center, Pontiac
Heather will be speaking about what Baldwin does for the Pontiac community, as
well as what Troy First can do to help.
This is an all church event-not for women only. This will be a hybrid meeting. A Zoom
link will be available closer to the meeting.
Please plan to attend and invite a friend. More details in the Word at Home and in
the October Tidings.

NEWS FROM YOUR FINANCIAL SECRETARY
3 Quarter Statements
rd

If you have pledged or contributed during 2021, you will get a statement for the Year-to-Date
period ending 9/30. If you have signed up for paperless statements, you will get the statement
via email, otherwise via regular USPS mail. I plan to distribute the statements early October.
If you have not done so, I encourage you to sign up for paperless statements. Your statement,
in pdf file format, will be emailed to you. To sign up, just send me an email with your name,
and the words “Paperless opt-in”. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Kaj Ostergaard, finsec.fumctroy@gmail.com

YOU ARE INVITED TO SHARE IN OUR FALL GIVING
CAMPAIGN
Begins October 24th and includes Worship, All-Church Bible study, Weekly
Communications & Special Events
We will focus on God’s eternal, extravagant generosity to us and how our lives, our worship,
and our giving can reflect God’s grace and generosity

Watch for daily devotions in email/ print beginning the
week of October 18th. Look in your mailbox the week of
October 10th
“God’s extravagant generosity toward us compels us to be
extravagantly generous toward others.”
Andy Stanley
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TROY FIRST CAFÉ IS OPEN
Plan to arrive for worship a little early and enjoy a cup of your favorite coffee before
entering the sanctuary. Beginning at 9:30am, there is coffee or tea available. Bring
your own travel mug from home, use one of our disposable cups, or purchase a
Troy 1st travel mug.-$5 donation suggested. (All containers must have a lid on
before leaving the coffee station, please). If you want to be involved in helping with
this new ministry, contact Robin Ostergaard.
Note: This does not replace Coffee Hour following worship.

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY ACTION TEAM
Thank you to everyone who has donated snacks for Auburn Elementary. So far, 2
car loads have been delivered and the staff of Auburn is so appreciative. We will
continue to collect healthy snacks throughout the school year. A list of
suggested snacks is found elsewhere in this newsletter. Note: Auburn is
requesting only healthy snacks. Snacks should be in individual portions. The
children are especially liking pretzels at this time. Snacks can be brought to
church and deposited in a labeled bin in Mercer Hall. If you are unable to
purchase snacks, you can donate via text or e-giving using the key word
'Auburn'. Or write 'Auburn' in the memo of your check made payable to the
FUMC Troy. Thank you again for your generosity.

UMYF IN OCTOBER

We have lots of fun scheduled for this
October for our 6th-12th graders at UMYF
and otherwise! UMYF is at church
6:30pm-8pm, other events are at church
at the listed times!
OCTOBER 3, UMYF: Fall Fun Fest
OCTOBER 9, 11am-2pm:
Can & Bottle Drive
OCTOBER 10, UMYF: Pumpkin
carving & painting
OCTOBER 17, UMYF: Trick or Trunk Prep
OCTOBER 24, 2-4pm: Trick or Trunk

NOISY SUNDAY

Please bring your
coins for our next
Noisy Offering on
October 31st to
support our
children’s youth
ministries.

OCTOBER 31,: No UMYF, Happy
Halloween
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Memorial Honor Committee Notes:
The financial gifts received in memory or in honor of loved ones makes a difference at
Troy First! First, they show the loved ones that our church family cares about them.
Second, those funds are often designated by the loved ones to be used for specific
purposes or items.
More recent items purchased with Memorial Honor gifts include:
Mercer Hall and Gathering area new sofas
New Coffee Bar in Mercer Hall
Conversation table tops in Mercer Hall
Large tent for Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School materials for the upcoming year
Choir masks to help in the fight against Covid
Bell choir music and Bell repairs
25 foot tall flagpole and flag in the Memorial Garden
Mortgage reduction gifts
Memorial Garden bench
Bench at door entry number 2
Mercer Hall/Gathering area speakers
Projector screen for the Christian Life Center
Computer for Finance Committee
AED defibrillator
Bell tower repairs
Cantata music for the chancel choir
Zebra wind chimes for the Bell choir
As you look around our church, you’ll see other items that have been purchased
through the gifts given in memory or in honor of loved ones. Less recent items include
stain glass panels, items in our chapel, tools for the Education program, The Faith We
Sing hymnals, the organ, special altar candles, sanctuary banners, steps to the choir
area, the Wheasal, portable room dividers, Youth Mission Trip scholarship, lighting for
our church sign and the cross, and a folding machine for the office.
Over the years, many other items have been purchased through Memorial Honor
funds, but this list hopefully shows the power of your gifts when you honor a loved one,
or when you show your support to friends when they lose a loved one.
Michelle Freeman, Chair
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SEEKING THOSE WITH THE
GIFT OF EXTRAVAGANT
HOSPITALITY

Do you like to make people feel welcome? Are you
anxious to see our church grow? Are you a person who
works well in the background'? Then we can use your
help starting in September from 9am-10am. If you would
like to learn more, please contact Robin Ostergaard.

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAYOCTOBER 3RD
World Communion Sunday is a distinctive opportunity to
experience Holy Communion in the context of the global
community of faith. The first Sunday of October has become a
time when Christians in every culture break bread and pour the
cup to remember and affirm Christ as the Head of the Church.
On that day, they remember that they are part of the whole
body of believers. Whether shared in a grand cathedral, a mud
hut, outside on a hilltop, in a meeting house, or in a storefront,
Christians celebrate the communion liturgy in as many ways as
there are congregations. World Communion Sunday can be
both a profound worship experience and a time for learning
more about our wider community of faith.
In the United Methodist Church, World Communion Sunday
continues to be a special giving Sunday. The monies raised this
day help provide scholarships for racial and ethnic minority
students in the US and students worldwide. Will you give
generously on World Communion Sunday to make education
and vocational impact possible for more students? Will you
equip gifted and qualified students from around the globe to
become the world-changers God created them to be?

DIAL-IN FOR SERVICE ON SUNDAY
For those who are curious, yes we are still
offering the dial-in option via phone for
service on Sundays! This will not change! If
you are having difficulties contact the office
and they’d love to help!
Number: 605-313-5642
Access code: 524735#
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY & HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
OCTOBER
1
3
4

5
6
7

8

9

10
12

13

20

14

Marianne & Lloyd
Melton
Abigail Dennany
Denise & Bryan
Dolehanty, Sharon
& Jeff Stover
John Ostrander
Katie Wassel &
Benjamin Hancock
Ken Egermann,
Isaac Govan,
Sandy & Jon
Bertolet
Vivian Hansard,
Cheryl Russell,
Ashley Sadlier
Paul Clark, Tomas
Melton, Julie &
Matt Justice, Kathy
Deyo, Terry
Pritchett
Jane Berquist, Kyle
Geggie
Bernona Fry,
Justynn & Ryan
Bauer
Sheila Partington,
Don Therrian, Jerry
Michaux, Rachel
Voight, Beth
Schocke
Linda Scheuerman

15
17

18
19
20

22
23

24
25

26

27
28
29
30
31

Megal Corera
Aaron Goudie,
Lauren Matthews,
Katie & Eric Zalecki
Chuck Tincknell,
Marianne Melton
Sue Olesen
Elise & Michael
Joseph, Nathan
Cardiff, AnneMarie
Linares
Ann & Jeff Goff
Lynne Meek,
Brooke & Stephen
Schocke
Mary Smyth
Diane Martin,
Kristyn & Jason
Urbach
Janis Peacock,
Chris & Hal
Weemhoff
Melissa Meek &
Allen Nitos
Jonathan McNett,
Caeley Smith
Trevor Elliott,
Caitlin Cracium
Gary Jasionowicz
Mary Smith,
Joseph Meek,
Carter Gordon
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