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February Tidings 2021
A Word from Pastor

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
(Matthew 11:28-30, NRSV)
It seems to me that we gave up a lot for Lent already. Ok, technically, we gave up a lot for
Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas as we stayed home, didn’t go to many/any parties, and have
done our best to keep ourselves and others safe while we conquer the coronavirus. But I’m hoping
that we will get some comp time or extra credit for our earlier efforts as we begin Lent this year.
You’re right; God doesn’t work that way. I think most of us feel like we’ve received a double
measure of grace and God’s care already. And yet, I know that I’m looking forward to being with
friends and family members I haven’t seen in person in months, and sometimes I get a bit
discouraged. The promise that Jesus made in Matthew 11 to help us as we follow and learn seems
especially strengthening for me right now. I want to know that better days are coming, and I trust
that Jesus is guiding us, not only through Lent, but through the last weeks and months of this
challenging time. More than ever, I think that Jesus is inviting us to a special time of learning and
growth this year.
As we are called to a time of self-examination, study, and holy living for the 40 days of Lent,
following Jesus’ example of fasting and praying for 40 days in the wilderness at the beginning of his
ministry, Christians have a tradition of forgoing something. Abstaining from chocolate or sugar is a
favorite. Another one is giving up drinking alcohol, or smoking. In place of giving something up,
some people add a spiritual discipline or practice to their routine, like collecting food or clothes for
someone who might need them. I’d like to make a suggestion for another addition; a study book.
Would you join me in studying A Disciple’s Path, by Jim Harnish? We will begin in March,
with a few options for study (Zoom meetings in the afternoon and evening, in-person meetings if
that is safe). Our goal will be to deepen our understanding of Jesus’ call to us to be His followers,
and how we can weave that call into our whole life.
Please watch Word at Home for details as we find our options for meetings days and times,
and listen for announcements in weekly worship services as we get closer to beginning our study.
In the meantime, I hope that we can take some time to pray for one another, to rest when we can,
and to work when we can. Jesus the Christ continues to call us to live a full, balanced, and joyful life.
Maybe that extra credit I was wondering about earlier has already come, with a deeper relationship
with our families, our faith, and our God. I’ll take that, for sure.
Peace to you,
Pastor Weatherly
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STEPHEN MINISTRY TIDBIT
Don’t hesitate to ask God to reveal your gifts so
that you may fully live out His purpose for your
life and give Him praise for what He reveals.
Name the passion that’s a fire in your bones
and consider one simple way you can express
that gift today.
-Kendra Tillman
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9 Health Pros
10 Birthdays &
Anniversaries

SAVE THE DATES
FEB 3| 10am Mid Week Word
Hybrid
FEB 4| 10am UMW Exec.
Committee Meeting
FEB 7| 10am Communion
Worship 9am in Sanctuary
10am Online, 11:20am Faith
Link , 4:30pm First Kids, No
UMYF
FEB 10| 10am Mid Week
Word Hybrid

FEB 11| 10am UMW Circle
Meeting
FEB 12| Blood Noon-6pm,
Register Online
FEB 13| 8am Men’s Breakfast
Hybrid
11am-2pm UMW & UMYF Can
and Bottle Drive
FEB 14| All Scout Day 9am in
Worship Sanctuary 10am
Online, 11:20am Faith Link ,
6:30pm UMYF
FEB 15| Tidings Deadline
FEB 17| Ash Wednesday 7:308:30am &12-1pm
Drive Thru Ashes
10am Mid Week Word Hybrid

MEMORIAL BOOK FOCUS
In Memory Of

Perpetuated In

Feb 7

Nancy Ostuni

Bell choir bell
handle
replacements

Feb 14

Leah Dukes

Bel Choir music

Feb 21

Bill Deyo

Mortgage
Reduction
campaign

Feb 28

Fred Laws

Chancel & bell choir
music

The Memorial Garden Book Focus for
the month of February:

Deborah Lou Prosser

7:30pm Ash Wednesday
Service Online
FEB 21| 9am in Worship
Sanctuary 10am Worship
Online, 11:20am Faith Link ,
4:30pm First Kids, 6:30pm
UMYF
FEB 24| 10am Mid Week
Word Hybrid
FEB 28| 9am in Worship
Sanctuary 10am Worship
Online, 11:20am Faith
Link ,4:30pm First Kids,
6:30pm UMYF

This Month’s Scriptures
Feb 7: Psalm 139: 7-18
Feb 14: John 15:12-17
Feb 21: Acts 15:36-41
Feb 28: Isaiah 43:15-21
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UMW & UMYF CAN DRIVE
The United Methodist Women and UMYF Youth are planning a
bottle and can drive together!! Save your empty ones and bring
them to church:

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 13TH
11AM-2PM
If you need to schedule a pick up of your cans and bottles, please
contact the church office! We look forward to greeting you and
appreciate your support of these two ministries!

INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES/THANK YOUS
UMW INGATHERING UPDATE
As the Tidings goes to press, 579 individual packages of chips and cookies have
been delivered to the Baldwin Center in Pontiac. This ingathering program ran until
January 31st. A final total will be reported in the March Tidings. As always, thank you
for your generosity.

BOOK STUDY
Are you interested in growing our church membership? Are you interested in our church being known for our mission work? If you answered yes to either of these questions, we have a
book study for you. The Community Action Team, along with our Outreach Team, is inviting
you to participate in a 4 week study of 'Get Their Name' by Bob Farr, Doug Anderson and
Kay Kotan. Books and workbooks are available in the church office. The book study will be
held via ZOOM on Sundays at 11:30 a.m. following worship on February 21, February 28,
March 7, and March 14. Classes will be led by Jane Egermann and Robin Ostergaard. Books
are available in the church office; cost for the book and workbook is $10.00. This book study
is a part of our Vital Church Initiative. If you have any questions, please contact Robin
Ostergaard. Everyone is welcome!!

PRAYERS AND SQUARES MINISTRY
Three quilts were prayed for and tied for Rev. Jane Berquist, Bev Holmes, and Maren
Vos. If you didn't get a chance to offer up your prayer and have a knot tied, it's not
too late. Please continue to hold these ladies in your prayers as they battle a variety
of health issues. Prayers and Squares is a ministry of United Methodist Women.

FEBRUARY FAVORITE FLICKS
COMING SOON TO A CHURCH NEAR YOU…
You asked for them, and here they are! Thanks to the many people who suggested
favorite movies for our February sermon series. We couldn’t get them all in (too bad
February has only four Sundays!), but we have some movie treasures ahead. Please do
your best to watch the movie before the Sunday we talk about it! Pass the popcorn!!
2/7

“The Greatest Showman”

2/14

“Always”

Psalm 139:7-18

“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made”

John 15:12-17

“Love That Lasts”

2/21 “Hidden Figures”

Acts 15: 36-41

“The Stories That Don’t Get Told”

2/28 “You’ve Got Mail”

Isaiah 43:15-21

“Doing A New Thing”
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FINANCE FEBRUARY NOTE
2021

We are so grateful for the financial support that you, our church
family, contributed throughout 2020. Thanks in part to some
generous donations in December, we ended the year with a
positive net income of $8,036.
The Finance Committee and Church Council have approved a
budget for 2021. With Covid19 on our minds as well as the
financial stability of the church, many budgetary items were
modified. 2021 changes included planned use of Memorial gifts
to help cover expenses in approved areas as well as reductions
in non-contractual staff salaries. If no budget deficit occurs in
2021, salaries will be caught up for staff members.

2021 Budget Highlights:
$468,375

Income projected from pledges, unpledged giving,
Building Use Fees, and Memorial gifts (Memorial gift
use plans are $19,375 for certain expenses)
(Total income for 2020 was $476,703)

$485,131

Anticipated expenses: programs, staff salaries,
trustee expenses
(Total expenses for 2020 were $469,053, in large part
because the building was closed for much of the
year)

$16,756

Anticipated deficit in 2021

Confirmation was received that the Paycheck Protection
Program loan of 2020 was forgiven. Part of the $34,467 being
held in reserve is planned to help cover the projected 2021
deficit.
We pray for a calmer year and that our church family continues
to find ways to stay connected through technology even after it
is safe to return to in-person worship.

Michelle Freeman
Retiring Finance Chair

Laura Daly Barnes
2021 Finance Chair
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UMW

All women of the church are encouraged to join us for our
events.
UMW Events for February include:
Feb. 4, 10:00 am, Executive Board – All women are invited
to attend. Watch the Word at Home for a Zoom link.
Feb. 11, 10:00 am, Circle Meeting – A representative from
N.O.A.H. will be joining us to give us information about
their program. We have been making sandwiches for
their agency for years. Join us to learn about their other
programs.
Feb. 13 Can/bottle drive in conjunction with UMYF. Call
Ann Goff if you can help. This fundraiser is important, as
we were unable to proceed with last year’s rummage
sale, book sales, cookie walk, etc. We will need people to
return cans/bottles and people to receive the bottles in
the church parking lot. This is a big undertaking, so we
will appreciate any help you can give. We will also offer
to pick up bottles from peoples’ front porches during the
two weeks prior to the drive. We will return these prior to
Feb. 13. Thank you for your support. Fundraisers like this
one will allow us to continue to support missions, locally
and globally.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
LIFESAVING WORK
On January 21st, we collected 32 pints of Red
Cross with 7 being POWER RED donors at our
blood drive! We saved 96 lives with this blood!!
Thank you!!
We also received our 2020 grand total-we
collected 480 units saving 1,440 lives. Wow!

If you would like to give blood, we have a
drive on February 12th and March 8 & 9!
Sign up online at redcross.org with code
fumctroy!
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Health Pros: Stress of the Pandemic
As we wait for an opportunity to get our immunizations for the Covid-19,
there are some other concerns for which we should be mindful. The stress of
the pandemic may have caused someone you know to backslide to habits
that are unhealthy as a coping mechanism. The two that come to mind
readily are smoking or excessive alcohol consumption.
Most of us know that smoking can lead to lung cancer, but also to chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), heart disease, stroke, asthma,
cataracts, premature or low birth weight babies, diabetes, macular
degeneration, and other cancers.
The Covid-19 virus introduces more risk as it invades the cells in the lungs and
other organs and can cause pneumonia, respiratory distress, cardiac distress,
kidney disease, or blood clots. Among those with Covid-19, the risk of it
getting worse in those who currently or previously smoked was nearly double
that of nonsmokers. As the disease in the person worsens, current or former
smokers had more critical conditions or died. In fact, the mortality rate for
smokers with Covid-19 was fourteen times higher than in non-smokers. If you
or someone you know wants to quit smoking, get in touch with your doctor or
pharmacist for suggestions. According to The New England Journal of
Medicine, those who quit smoking by age 25-34, gained about ten years of life
as compared to those who did not quit but it helps to stop at any age.
The stress of possible Covid-19 illness might cause some to drink alcohol. The
pandemic may cause a one drink a day person to drink more. When the
person is thinking about having the second drink, they could instead go for a
walk or call a friend. If a person is drinking and unable to complete routine
tasks or is interfering with daily life, they may need help such as AA.
You may also be lacking exercise if you are working remotely, your gym is
closed, and your activities are canceled. Make exercise a regular routine
including something that will increase your heartbeat, and something that
will strengthen your extremities. This might include an elliptical, treadmill,
walking in or outside or climbing steps, using a can of soup, or leg, or hand
weights, vacuuming to strengthen, and gardening (flowers or vegetables) in
better weather.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY & HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

FEBRUARY
1

Sue & Bent Olesen,
Jessica Abdo,
Suzanne Morgan,
Levi Shock, Alyssa
Chambers

3

Suzanne Wesp,
Judy & Art Stone

4

Doug Goudie, Art
Stone

5
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19

Frank Glidden

21

Martin Jones

22

Jan & Gary
Chamberlain,
Anne & Jay
Hernandez, John
Northey, Meghan
Ostrander

23

Bryan Galvez

24

Rob Ostrander

25

Martha Blair, Kaj
Ostergaard

Steve Kosinski
Roger Steiger,
Jennifer Voight
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Shirley Geggie

12

Bob & Bunny
Schultz

13

Dean Bise, Chuck
Sonquist

14

Brenda Michaux

16

Jane Egermann

17

Carolyn Newcomb,
Dane Slater

27
28

Elizabeth
Ostergaard
Crandell
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