First United Methodist Church of Troy

April 1, 2021
Volume 46, Issue 4

April Tidings 2021
A Word from Pastor

“Christ is Risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair.
Walk with gladness in the morning. See what love can do and dare.
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend;

Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end.”
“Christ is Risen” - Brian Wren (The United Methodist Hymnal, #307, v.2)
A few days ago, I was in a Zoom meeting (surprise!), listening to a conversation during a break. One of
the participants shared that her high-school age daughter was struggling with the stresses of online school
and the lasting effects of being away from extended family and her friends for so long. Her grades were
suffering, and her mother was concerned about her daughter’s well-being and for her school standing. She
wanted some help. Others in the conversation encouraged the mother with pithy statements like “C’s get
degrees” and “D is for Diploma.” I hadn’t heard those sayings, and at first my perfectionistic spirit cringed a
bit. Why wouldn’t someone want to try to earn high grades? Then I thought about how I’ve felt during tough
times in my life. Some days it was enough simply to live to the end of the day and to take care of my basic
needs. I’ve been in that mindset for much of the last year.
It might not have been “the caverns of despair,” but it’s been a challenge for me to put one foot in front
of the other many times. It was enough to try to keep the basic functions going at the church and to make
sure that our house had groceries. Maybe you recognize this feeling. Maybe you don’t. I’m telling you this to
let you know that you’re not the only one, if you’ve felt this weight. And if you don’t, I’m telling you so that you
might hear that this sadness, frustration, and need might be happening for someone you love.
So, what helped me? The tiny group of worship leaders and helpers I saw each week was a constant
source of strength. Sometimes it felt like we were a pirate radio show, sending our worship and song into the
ether, hearing from the loyal listeners in your chats with one another. “Hi T,” the joy of trying new things in
9:00 a.m. worship, Zoom Bible studies, and the flow of weekly meetings reminded me that we were in this
together, and that we were doing the best we knew how to do. If some other-worldly principal were keeping
track, I’d guess that our congregation has earned some “A’s” and we’ve gotten just about every grade after
that, right down to failing in a few places. The important thing is that we stuck together, and we are still here.
Our model in all of this was and is Jesus the Christ. Jesus refused to let anything stand in his way.
Even death. God’s word for us each week is a reminder that in the midst of death, defeat, depression, and
sadness that God continues to have the final word. The bewildering grace of Easter, coming only days after
the heartbreak of Good Friday, symbolizes that for me every year.
So I will sing the Easter songs with you this year, celebrating how far we’ve come, and looking with
anticipation for how much further we still can go. And I’m not worried about my final grade. Jesus says I’m
covered. And so are you.
Happy Easter! Christ is Risen!
Pastor Weatherly
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MINISTRY TIDBIT
We wonder how to change the world, how to leave a mark,
move the hand of God. We change the world when we
simply meet the needs of one another. When we love others more than ourselves, not expecting anything in return.
Because no matter the troubled road we journey (and we
all walk it at some point), life goes on. Laundry piles up and
bellies need to be fed. When we rake the yard of one who
can’t, we see God. It’s love.
-Kristen Welch
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SAVE THE DATES
Apr 1: Maundy Thursday Service,
7:30pm, in person & online.
Apr 2: Good Friday Service, 1:00pm,
in person & online, 7:00pm, online
only
Apr 4: Happy Easter! He has RISEN!
8:30am, outside service, 10:00am,
live in sanctuary and online, RSVP
to attend live, children’s egg hunt,
10:00am
Apr 7: Mid-Week Word, 10:00am,
hybrid
Apr 8: UMW Circle Meeting,
10:00am, hybrid, 7pm, hybrid
Apr 10: Men’s Breakfast, 8:00am,
hybrid
Apr 11: Communion Worship In
Person & Online, A Disciple’s Path,
11:30am, zoom, Pickleball, 3:00pm,
First Kids, 4:30pm, in person,
Mission Trip Meeting, 6pm, UMYF,
6:45pm, zoom

MEMORIAL BOOK FOCUS
In Memory Of

Perpetuated In

April 4

Dora M. Saeger

Challenge Fund
for New Building

April 11

Bonnie Elliott

Challenge Fund
for New Building

April 18

Kenneth
Trevarton

Challenge Fund
for New Building

April 25

Charles F.
Christy

Challenge Fund
for New Building

Apr 12: Tidings Deadline
Apr 14: Mid-Week Word, 10:00am,
hybrid,
Apr 15: COVID-19 Task Force
Meeting, 7:00pm, zoom,
Apr 18: Worship In Person & Online,
10:00am , A Disciple’s Path, 11:30am,
zoom, Pickleball, 3:00pm, First Kids,
4:30pm, in person, UMYF, 6:45pm,
zoom
Apr 21: Mid-Week Word, 10:00am,
hybrid,
Apr 23: RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE,
10am-4pm, Sign up with Fast Pass
TODAY!
Apr 25: Worship In Person & Online
New Study: The Greatest Prayer ,
11:30am, zoom, First Kids, 4:30pm, in
person, UMYF, 6:45pm, zoom
Apr 26: Bells rehearsal, 5:45pm
Apr 27: Staff Meeting, 9:00am,
NOAH Sandwich Project, 10:00am

The Memorial Garden Book Focus for
the month of April:

William Earl Hale

This Month’s Scriptures
April 4: Mark 16: 1-8
April 11: 1 John 1:1-2:2
April: 18: 1 John 3: 1-7
April 25: 1 John 3: 16-54
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THE SAFETY-SECURITY/MEDICAL COMMITTEE
NEEDS YOUR HELP!
In 2018, we formed a “Safety-Security/Medical Committee.” Our goal is to be pro-active
and better secure our Church to address the variety of emergency situations facing
‘Houses of Worship’ in today’s times. The Committee has implemented a Response Team
to have a nurse or other qualified professional designated to cover each Sunday. Handheld radios are provided to those involved with our Sunday programs. A Security Monitor
is stationed in the Gathering Area to watch the parking lot cameras, Door # 2, etc.
Unfortunately, over the past couple of years we have lost a number of our Committee
members, many of whom have taken on additional Sunday morning commitments. We
are now asking you to consider joining our team and offering to serve as a Sunday
Security Monitor. We are also looking for additional trained professionals (Nurses,
Emergency First Responders, etc.) who could be on site in our sanctuary. Please contact
Tim Teagan if you have an interest in joining this critical team.
On a positive note, you can still watch/listen to the service via a recently installed monitor
& sound system in Mercer Hall!
Tim
teteagan@gmail.com

UMW INGATHERING NEWS & UPDATE
Just a reminder that we continue to collect travel sized toiletries. These are primarily
used for goodie bags for our Cass Community Social Services picnic. While it is unlikely that we will host this picnic again in 2021, Cass and several other agencies that
support the homeless population are in need of these toiletries. Usually, we
collect these items from hotel stays, but due to the pandemic, that has been greatly
reduced. There are a variety of stores that carry these toiletries. They include: Meijer,
Kroger, Target, Walmart and others. You can deposit these toiletries in the bin in
Mercer Hall labeled 'travel toiletries'. If you wish to make a cash donation to purchase
toiletries, please contact Barbara Strozynski, UMW Treasurer. Thank you for your
continued support of United Methodist Women mission projects.

Diaper Ingathering for Baby Basics of Troy: Our diaper drive to benefit

Baby Basics of Troy has been going very well. In the first couple of weeks we have
already collected 1650 diapers!! We will continue this ingathering project until April
30. Reminder: Size 6 is the most needed size. There will be final count reported in the
June Tidings! Thank you for your generosity.
Robin Ostergaard, UMW Ingathering Coordinator
Note: Only diapers are needed at this time!

Finance Update
Greetings church family. Thank you for your continuous support through the first
quarter of 2021. We hope you are all eagerly awaiting Easter Sunday and warmer
weather. Many of you may now be taking advantage of our renewed in-person service
as others continue to worship at home. Remember that wherever you find yourself on
Sunday – we are all a part of one church. Whatever decision you make for your family is
okay.
You may have heard about a second opportunity for businesses and churches to apply
for a PPP loan in 2021. The finance committee looked into our eligibility and we found
we do not qualify as we never saw as much as a 25% decline in income from one
quarter in 2020 to the same quarter of 2019. Please take a moment to celebrate this
with us.
As an average we expect to take in $33,377 per month to maintain our budget. As of
March, giving amounted to $61,319; which is a bit below our $66,754 target. (This
includes pro-rating single yearly gifts given in January.)
Those of you enjoying our live virtual worship service may have noticed the screen
sometimes goes black. The trustees and media team have determined that our
sanctuary camera needs to be serviced by the equipment manufacturer. As this would
leave us without a camera for several weeks, we feel now is the right time to add a
second camera to the sanctuary. We can depend on the second camera while the first
is repaired and once both are functional, we will be able to show worship and activity
from multiple angles. The new camera will be placed at the back of the sanctuary and
will allow Paster Weatherly to look in the same direction when speaking to both the inperson and virtual congregation.
As you are receiving your stimulus checks, ask yourself if you would like to give a
directed donation for this cause. Any extra funds collected will go towards tally lights
($1000) for the cameras. Giving beyond that will go to the general AV fund/CLC sound
system fund. If it is in your heart to give, please use “camera” on the memo line of your
check, select “camera” as the fund in e-giving or use key word, “camera” for text giving.
Goal: $1520 (30x telephoto zoom/mount, installation, shipping and repair of existing
camera).
If you have any questions or concerns, or would like to join the finance committee,
please feel free to reach out to me.

Laura Daly Barnes
2021 Finance Chair
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PICKLEBALL CONTINUES!
Contact Elizabeth Daly for your reservation to
play on Sundays, from 3-5 pm on the following
Sundays:
April 11 + 18, May 2, 16 +23, June 6 + 13
We are excited to get back to some indoor
activities at the church!

GRADUATES
If you are graduating High School or College this
year, we want to celebrate you! Send a photo,
along with where you’re graduating from, degree
(college grads) and future plans to Victoria
Aurand!

NATIVE AMERICAN SUNDAY
APRIL 18, 2021
Native American Ministries Sunday is a very special day that
United Methodist churches across the country celebrate every
year. With a special offering on a designated Sunday, we honor
and empower the Native Americans in our church community.
Native Americans- with many unique languages and culturehonor Jesus and live as Christians led by a rotation of primarily
Native American Pastors. It is a joy to celebrate and embolden
their congregations on April 18, 2021.
Here are FIVE reasons we believe in the importance of this
Special Sunday:
1. We celebrate in commitment to racial reconciliation
2. We believe in funding Justice efforts for Native Americans
3. When we give together, we do more than any individual can
4. We believe in taking care of our own family
5. We want to model generosity for our communities and future
generations

Outreach & Ministry Update
Many thanks to the Outreach Team and to Nancy Dolehanty (Education), Ann Goff
(UMW), Robin Ostergaard and Jane Egermann (Community Action Team), and Victoria Aurand
(Age-level Ministries) for your collaborative work on March 16th as we consulted one another on
our congregation’s ministry directions for the next year.
OUR OPPORTUNITY: Our congregation has been involved in many projects, stretching to
many communities around our church building. Looking to the future, we wanted to use our
people and material resources in the most faithful way possible to do the most good with our
neighbors.
OUR ANSWER: We will be focusing our attention on Auburn Elementary School, our
neighborhood just to the north (part of the Avondale School District), and our neighbors in
Pontiac, including HOPE Hospitality and Warming Center and the Baldwin Center. Our hope is
that as we share projects among these work teams, we can work together as a congregation to
share ministry with one another, and to share ministry and fellowship with the children, youth,
and adults in our community.
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? Some ongoing projects (NOAH sandwich making, Cass
Community Picnic) may be moved to other congregations in the area over the next year. Most
likely, we will look to the needs of the children and families of Auburn Elementary and/or
Baldwin for our Christmas giving. Church leaders will be meeting with the administrators at
Auburn Elementary in the coming weeks to determine the best things that we can do to work
with the students, staff, and parents at the school, and then we will communicate those needs
and opportunities to the congregation.
WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP? Please continue in prayer for the students, staff, and families
of Auburn Elementary, and the staff and guests of Baldwin Center and HOPE. As you drive near
the church building, or as you worship virtually from your home, please hold the people living in
the church neighborhood in your thoughts and prayers, that we will learn to know one another
and to work together. Finally, keep watching and listening for opportunities to serve, as we
communicate in worship, in Word at Home, our church website, and in Tidings.
Thank you in advance for your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your
witness to Jesus Christ as we do this vital work with our neighbors.
Pastor Weatherly, writing for Your Outreach Team (Pastor Weatherly, Julie Olsavsky,
Carole Bauer, Rev. Rich Peacock, Lynne Berquist Meek, Jim Gaul, Diann Scheuerman,
Jan Bancroft, and Kathy Sobanski)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Mark your calendar for April 25, 11:30 am, for the first of five book discussions
on The Lord’s Prayer. You should buy a paperback version of The Greatest
Prayer by John Dominic Crossan ahead of time. The discussion leader will be
Rev. Rich Peacock. He prays that the book and discussions will enlighten
your thinking and deepen your experience of God in Christ.
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SUMMER CAMP 2021
ReConnect. ReCreate. ReNew.
You can check out the details and register online at umcamping.org!
There are many opportunities for you...friendships, fun, games, and new
adventure's. God will be there!! With all safety protocols in place,
Summer Camp 21 is ready to welcome you. Flyers available at the
church! Complete descriptions at umcamping.org/2021

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
Thank you all for your prayers, calls, texts, emails, cards and so much more
following Robin's recent knee surgery in March. Your love and support during this time has made the recovery go so much faster. Kaj and I feel blessed
to have your love and support during this time. You have no idea what it
means to feel the love of our church family. God Bless all of you.
Love, Kaj and Robin Ostergaard

Easter Offering Goals
Cass Methodist Community Services
Missionary Support-Princess Jusu
Methodist Children’s Home Society
Total

$ 500
$ 1,500
$ 500
$ 2,500
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UMW
SAVE THE DATE:
Thursday, April 1

Executive Board Meeting

10:00 am

All women are invited to join.
Watch the Word at Home for
Zoom links

Thursday, April 8

Ruth Circle

10:00 am

Speaker, Kevin Roach, CEO,
Methodist Children’s Home
Society. Women from nearby
UMW units have been
invited to Zoom in.
This should be a fun event
with a great speaker!
Watch Word at Home for
more information.

Thursday, April 8

Deborah Circle

7:00 pm

A recording of the morning
program will be played.

Tuesday, April 27

Sandwich Making for NOAH.

10:00 am

Sign up with Jim Gaul.

April 30 – May 1

District, In-Person, Spiritual
Life Retreat
Lake Huron Retreat Center

Contact Barbara Strozynski
to register

.
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Health Pros
Pharmacists are our Friends
We all know that pharmacists can fill prescriptions for us but that is just a part of what
they do. By the title you might think I make them my buddy, but instead I mean they have
a wonderful knowledge of medications. Therefore, pharmacists can help us in so many
ways:
1. Teach you how to use your medicines safely and effectively
2. Make a medication calendar to help keep you on track with your medications
3. Be the expert on medications on your health team
4. Administer vaccines for flu, shingles, etc.
5. Help you manage pain, blood pressure, and diabetes etc.
6. Show you how to use an inhaler or glucose meter if needed
7. Find an over-the-counter medication you might need/want and point out possible
interactions
8. Explain appropriate use of dietary supplements
9. Provide resources and support to help you quit smoking
10. Suggest an over-the-counter or generic drug instead of a brand name to save
money that will do the same thing as the brand name drug

To help the pharmacist do this:

1. Get to know the pharmacist and stick with that person if helpful.
Keep an up-to-date list of medications in your wallet and show it to your doctor and
pharmacist each time you see them. Include supplements so the pharmacist can
see if there will be any interactions. Also list allergies.
3. Read all labels so you can show the pharmacist you know how to use them.

Ask questions, if you have them.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY & HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
APRIL
2

Robert Jewell

3

Elizabeth Daly, Rich
Peacock

4

17

Grace Voight, Steve
Meek, Katie Slater
Zaleski

19

Gary & Traci Elliott

20

Janeen Flores, Jean
Roberson, John &
Caitlin Cracium

21

Brian Dolehanty,
Andrew Gordon, Scott
Williams

Mike Rumel

5
6

7

Liam Dolehanty

8

Benjamin Hancock

22

9

Joyce Bauman, Betty
Kalvoda, Lexi Flores

Colin Mile, Scott
Williston

23

Jennifer Fry, Becky
Head Frank

24

Peter Wassel

25

Anne Drake, Dominic
Gordon, Robin &
Shawn Dennany

26

Paul Daly, Betty Dietz

10

Debbie & Robert
Hagelstein, Glen &
Kim Rawlings

11

Leif Schocke, Brad
Conley

12

Robert Hagelstein,
Karl M. Henn
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14
15

14

Lois Reid, Melissa
Meek Nitos

16

Andrew LaCombe,
Chuck & Sue Nurek

27
28

Kim Urwiller, Jill
Woods

29

Katreina Ostrander

30

Robin Geggie
Dennany, Brian
Drake, Tim Teagan,
Scott & Michelle
Williston

Lane Ann Rumel
Sandy Sands, Elise
Joseph, Joshua
Zeeman, Kevin Kartje
Jackson Steiger, Doug
& Holly Goudie
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